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COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course examines literature from the independent nations of North America, South America, 

and the Caribbean during the nineteenth century. We focus on comparative literary traditions that 

help to shape national and transnational identities in multilingual contexts.  I base selections 

upon parallel development across two or more parts of the Western Hemisphere or direct cultural 

exchange across national borders.  Topics covered include the sublime in American nature, the 

emergence of national literary traditions, Native Americans expulsion, race and miscegenation, 

democracy and dictatorship, Southern-Caribbean plantation economies, the experience of 

industrial development, and the transcultural foundations of border literatures in the wake of 

manifest destiny.  Given the inordinate circumstances of Covid-19 restrictions, this semester we 

will explore one major American text, Herman Melville’s Moby-Dick, in relation to these topics. 

 

COURSE GOALS & OBJECTIVES 
To provide a sustained analysis of American literature, including “postcolonial” works from 

outside of the recognized canon as well as that produced by historically “marginalized” people.   

 

To prepare students to take an independent role in the research and presentation of contextual 

materials to form a better understanding of authors, literary texts, and cultural movements. 

 

To prepare students to demonstrate independent critical thinking skills measured in a variety of 

ways, including through written work and an oral presentation relating to the course topics. 

 

To promote a substantial mastery of all course materials and prepare students to contribute to 

class discussion in ways that further our understanding of the major course topics. 

 

REQUIRED TEXT (Available at the University Bookstore) 

Melville, Herman, Moby-Dick (any edition) 

 

mailto:abarrene@umw.edu
http://www.literatureoftheamericas.com/


COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
This course has a constant and sometimes demanding workload.  At a minimum, I expect you to:  

 

1) do the assigned readings carefully before each class.  

2) turn in all work on time.  

3) deal respectfully to me and to your classmates. 

4) contribute to class activities on a regular basis.   

5) have a positive attitude as we deal with Covid-19 restrictions this fall. 

 

Note that you will receive an unsatisfactory mark on your mid-semester report if you fail to 

comply with these requirements and/or have a working course grade lower than a C.  I will 

accept no late submissions of any kind from you without a medical note. 

        

GRADE DISTRIBUTION 

I want students to learn and to earn the grades that they deserve, so please email me should you 

have undue difficulty with the course.  Assignments include:  

1) one 2-page close reading essay 

2) one 5-page research paper on Moby-Dick 

3) one presentation on a different novel 

4) eight blog posts 

 

*I will send you instructions for completing assignments at least a week before they are due.   

 

Below is the course grade distribution:  

1) Blog Posts: 20% 

2) Close Reading Essay: 25% 

3) Group Presentation: 25% 

4) Research Paper: 30% 

 

GRADING CRITERIA 
I have designed the following criteria guidelines to help you grasp how I conduct a large part of 

the grading.  I divide formal written assignments in the following ways:  

 

*Papers: Content and Analysis (70%)  

--An average paper (C) demonstrates a superficial understanding of the topic; it is usually based 

almost exclusively on class notes.  It generally relies too much on summary rather than explicit 

analysis of textual points, and uses quotations ineffectively.  

--A better paper (B) incorporates readings that have been assigned in other contexts (including 

in-class assignments), analyzes literary and film devices as they are employed in a text, and uses 

specific quotations from texts in order to illustrate the grounding of its analysis.  

--A superior paper (A) demonstrates all the qualities of a “B” paper, and includes a more 

sophisticated understanding of the chosen topic.  That is, an “A” paper uses the tools of textual 

analysis, apt use of quotation, concise and explicit remarks justifying that analysis, while 

drawing on all the available resources of the course.  

 

*Papers: Form, Style, Mechanics and Usage (30%)  



--An average paper (C) demonstrates a reasonable control of basic English syntax, verb and 

subject (including pronoun) agreement, tense consistency, proofreading, paragraph organization, 

etc.  

--A better paper (B) demonstrates an ability to vary sentence structure, has few if any 

proofreading errors, employs careful transitions and organization in a more sophisticated way, 

and controls grammar.  

--A superior paper (A) demonstrates all the qualities of a “B” paper, and in addition demonstrates 

an ability to control complex sentence structure, vary verbs effectively, and contains no 

proofreading errors.  

                                                                                                                                                                  
*Group Presentation: 

I will grade your group based upon the following:  

1) How well you translate the outside reading and research to your presentation (25%)   

2) The amount of effort exhibited by your delivery (25%)  

3) How well you collaborate as a team (25%) 

4) The effectiveness with which you lead discussion and answer questions (25%). 

HONOR CODE                                                                                                                                                                                         
You must pledge all of your work, as the honor pledge obtains for all work submitted in 

fulfillment of the requirements for this course.  I will refer all violations, without exception, to 

the Honor Council. 
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Week #1   INTRODUCTION 
8/25 Tues   Introduction to the course [email] 

8/27 Thurs   Introduction to Melville [email] 

 

Week #2   MOBY-DICK (Opening) 
9/1 Tues   prefatory matter [email] 

9/3 Thurs   Chapter 1-9 [email] 

Week #3    

9/8 Tues   Chapters 10-17 [email] 

9/10 Thurs   Chapter 18-27 [email] 

 

Week #4       
9/15 Tues   Chapter 28-35 [email] 

9/17 Thurs   Chapter 36-42 [email] 

 



Week #5    
9/22 Tues   *Blog Post #1 Due (100 words) 

9/24 Thurs    *Close Reading Paper Due  

 

Week #6   MOBY-DICK (Middle)   

9/29  Tues   Chapter 43-61 [email] 

10/1 Thurs   Chapter 62-76 [email] 

    

Week #7     
10/6 Tues   Chapter 77-86 [email] 

10/8  Thurs    Chapter 87-98 [email] 

     

Week #8    

10/13 Tues   Chapter 99-110 [email] 

10/15 Thurs   *Blog Post #2 Due (100 words) 

 

Week #9    MOBY-DICK (Ending) 

10/20 Tues    Chapter 111-127 [email] 

10/22 Thurs    Chapter 128-132 [email] 

  

Week #10     

10/27  Tues    Chapter 133-Epilogue [email] 

10/29 Thurs    *Blog Post #3 Due (100 words) 

 

Week #11   PRESENTATIONS 

11/3 Tues   Juan Manzano, The Autobiography of a Slave (1837) 

11/5 Thurs   Discussion [50 word responses on blog] 

 

Week #12    

11/10  Tues   Susana Moodie, Roughing it in the Woods (1852) 

11/12  Thurs      Discussion [50 word responses on blog] 

 

Week #13      

11/17  Tues   José de Alencar, Iracema (1865) 

11/19  Thurs   Discussion [50 word responses on blog] 

 

Week #14  
11/24  Tues       Thanksgiving Break        

11/26  Thurs   Thanksgiving Break          

 

Week #15    
12/1  Tues   Course Review [student questions on blog]  

12/3  Thurs   Discussion of Research Paper [email] 

     

Week #16   *Research Paper Due via Email 
 



APPENDIX: 

 

Accessibility Statement 

“The Office of Disability Resources has been designated by the college as the primary office to 

guide, counsel, and assist students with disabilities.  If you receive services through the Office of 

Disability Resources and require accommodations for this class, make an appointment with me 

as soon as possible to discuss your approved accommodation needs.  Bring your accommodation 

letter, along with a copy of our class syllabus with you to the appointment.  I will hold any 

information you share with me in strictest confidence unless you give me permission to do 

otherwise.  If you have not made contact with the Office of Disability Resources and have 

reasonable accommodation needs,  (note taking assistance, extended time for tests, etc.), I will be 

happy to refer you.  The office will require appropriate documentation of disability.” 

 

Title IX Statement 

 

University of Mary Washington faculty are committed to supporting students and upholding the 

University’s Policy on Sexual and Gender Based Harassment and Other Forms of Interpersonal 

Violence. Under Title IX and this Policy, discrimination based upon sex or gender is prohibited. 

If you experience an incident of sex or gender based discrimination, we encourage you to report 

it. While you may talk to me, understand that as a “Responsible Employee” of the University, I 

MUST report to UMW’s Title IX Coordinator what you share. If you wish to speak to someone 

confidentially, please contact the below confidential resources. They can connect you with 

support services and help you explore your options. You may also seek assistance from UMW’s 

Title IX Coordinator. Please visit http://diversity.umw.edu/title-ix/ to view UMW’s Policy on 

Sexual and Gender Based Harassment and Other Forms of Interpersonal Violence and to find 

further information on support and resources. Resources Confidential Resources On-Campus 

Stefanie Lucas-Waverly, M.S. Talley Center for Counselling Services Title IX Coordinator Lee 

Hall 106, 540-654-1053 Office of Title IX Fairfax House Student Health Center 540-654-5656 

Lee Hall 112, 540-654-1040 slucaswa@umw.edu Crystal Rawls Off-Campus Title IX Deputy 

for Students Empowerhouse Assistant Director of Student Activities 24-hr hotline: 540-373-9373 

540-654-1801 crawls@umw.edu Rappahannock Council Against Sexual Assault (RCASA) 24-hr 

hotline: 540-371-1666. 

 

Recording Statement 

Classroom activities in this course may be recorded by students enrolled in the course for the 

personal, educational use of that student or for all students presently enrolled in the class only, 

and may not be further copied, distributed, published or otherwise used for any other purpose 

without the express written consent of the course instructor. All students are advised that 

classroom activities may be taped by students for this purpose. Distribution or sale of class 

recordings is prohibited without the written permission of the instructor and other students who 

are recorded. Distribution without permission is a violation of copyright law. This policy is 

consistent with UMW’s Policy on Recording Class and Distribution of Course Materials. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 


