The far-reaching, the boundless future will be the era of American greatness. In its
magnificent domain of space and time, the nation of many nations is destined to
manifest to mankind the excellence of divine principles; to establish on earth the
noblest temple ever dedicated to the worship of the Most High -- the Sacred and
the True. Its floor shall be a hemisphere -- its roof the firmament of the starstudded heavens, and its congregation an Union of many Republics, comprising
hundreds of happy millions, calling, owning no man master, but governed by
God's natural and moral law of equality, the law of brotherhood -- of "peace and
good will amongst men.". . . (John L. O’Sullivan, 1839)

“That coarseness and strength combined with acuteness and inquisitiveness; that
practical, inventive turn of mind, quick to find expedients; that masterful grasp of
material things, lacking in the artistic but powerful to effect great ends; that
restless, nervous energy; that dominant individualism, working for good and evil,
and withal that buoyancy and exuberance which comes with freedom - these are
the traits of the frontier.”
― Frederick Jackson Turner, The Significance of the Frontier in American History
(1893)

"that dream of a land in which life should be better and richer and fuller for
everyone, with opportunity for each according to ability or achievement. It is a
difficult dream for the European upper classes to interpret adequately, and too
many of us ourselves have grown weary and mistrustful of it. It is not a dream of
motor cars and high wages merely, but a dream of social order in which each man
and each woman shall be able to attain to the fullest stature of which they are
innately capable, and be recognized by others for what they are, regardless of the
fortuitous circumstances of birth or position."
James Truslow Adams, The Epic of America (1931)

